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The Chiles House is located near the Catholic Charities of Oregon headquarters in Portland
at 2740 S.E. Powell Blvd. (Alex Jensen/DJC)

Current edition

The first affordable housing development in Portland to use cross-laminated timber (CLT) has
opened its doors.

WORKITHATIMATTERS

The Chiles House, formerly known as The Annex, has 27 units that will serve individuals who |”|,‘]§l||||"ﬁ| !5‘”, e L
are emerging from homelessness or are at risk of experiencing it. The complex is located
along Southeast Powell Boulevard adjacent to the headquarters of Catholic Charities of RESOURCES

Oregon - the project owner.

The development is Catholic Charities’ first to feature mass timber. CLT was used for the roof
and the floors, but traditional wood framing was used for the walls. ﬂ 9

All Hands Architecture designed the four-story building and Truebeck Construction served
as the contractor. SUBSCRIBE CALENDAR DIC PEOPLE
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“In my 28 years of providing services, | have not seen a housing project this innovative,” said E B
Natalie Wood, executive director of Catholic Charities of Oregon. COMMUNITY CALENDAR
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A 27-unit affordable housing complex has opened in Portland’s Creston-Kenilworth

neighborhood. Cross-laminated timber was used in the development. (Alex Jensen/DJC)
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The panels were prefabricated at a factory in British Columbia, Canada. Once they arrived on-
site in the spring, a three-person crew needed roughly one day to complete each floor section,
Phillips said. In traditional construction, a 10-person crew would have needed a week to
complete a section, he noted.

While installation can be speedy, however, the panels do require prefabrication of most of the
connection points and holes.

“It ended up being a little bit more complicated than (we) had initially envisioned,” Phillips said.

There were construction aspects the team has not needed to think about previously, he said,
like what to do when mechanical, electrical or plumbing systems must pass through one floor
to another or how to install the junction boxes and lighting. Such issues would usually be
figured out on-site, he said.

In the end, the project’s total development cost was around $6 million, Phillips said. The CLT
cost about 10 percent more than regular joist framing would have cost. However, the team
also reaped savings in time and labor, he said.

Chiles House was funded privately through a capital campaign. The project team received
three substantial donations exceeding $500,000; they came from the Chiles Foundation, the
M.)J. Murdock Charitable Trust, and private citizens Mark and Leslie Ganz. A $150,000 Metro
grant was the only direct public money received, though the city of Portland did waive two
fees - System Development Charge and Construction Excise Tax - because the housing units
will be rented to households earning less than 60 percent of the area median income.

“Chiles House is an example of an intentional and collaborative affordable housing model”
between for-profit and nonprofit developers, Sister City principal Anna Mackay said.
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